
Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

- Transdisciplinary theme:    Where We Are in Place and Time 

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind: the 
relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and 
civilizations, from local and global perspectives. 

- Central idea :  

People make their homes in different places and in different ways. 

 

Summative assessment task(s): 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central 
idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

  

The summative assessment task will be for students to create a four-part 
graphic organizer depicting their knowledge of their home.  The teacher will 
observe whether the students include drawings of their home, the location, the 
yard and the building materials. 

Possible student action could include observing, designing and building. 

 

 

 

Class/grade: Kindergarten Age group: 5-6 

School: Mountainview Elementary School code:  6510 

Title:  Where We Are in Place and Time 

Teacher(s):  Chandler, Haskett, and Smajstrla 

Date:  January 20, 2020 – February 21, 2020 

Proposed duration:  40 hours over 4 weeks 

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, 
perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 

function    causation    connection 

Related Concepts: pattern, consequences, interdependence 

  

What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 

● The similarities and differences of homes - shapes, patterns and building 
materials 

● Necessity of homes 
● Types of homes 

What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

● Why are homes built the way they are? 
● What is the purpose of homes? 
● How are homes alike and different? 

Teacher will read “The Three Pigs” and the class will discuss the materials used to 
build the three homes. 

  



3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills? 
What evidence will we look for? 

● Students will draw a picture of where they live. 
● The teacher will make a list of what students know about homes. 

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the 
lines of inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

● Students will write in their journals about different types of homes and 
explain their entries to their group. 

● Students will discuss the similarities and differences of homes such as 
structure, shapes and patterns, colors, and building materials. 

● Students will write in their journals about why people need homes. 
● Students will make observations about the materials used. 

  

4.  How best might we learn? 

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the 
students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions? 

● Students will use various manipulatives to build homes. 
● Students will explore earth materials, such as rocks and soil, using hand lenses, as 

building materials for homes. 
● Students will sort rocks by attributes, create graphs, Venn diagrams. 
● Students will participate in a walking field trip around the Mountainview neighborhood 

to observe similarities and differences in the homes, including shapes, patterns, 
textures, and building materials. 

● Students will write observations of the neighborhood walk in their journals. 
● Students will create a neighborhood mural. Each student will draw a building that is 

part of their neighborhood and assemble them to make the mural. 
● Students will participate in yes or no graphs such as:  Does your home have a garage? 

Does your home have a shower?  Do you share a room? 
● Students will create a collage of items found in various rooms of a home. 
● Students will participate in a” I See, I Think, I Wonder” activity using various pictures of 

homes from around the world indicating location and materials. 
● Students will participate in completing a tree map identifying the different parts of a 

home and listing the reasons that we need them. 

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of 
the attributes of the learner profile? 

Transdisciplinary Skills 

● Research/collecting data:  Students will gather information about the interior and 
exterior of their home. 

● Thinking/analysis: Students will identify how different types of homes meet the needs 
of those who live there.  

● Communication/writing:  Students will record observations throughout the planner. 

Learner Profile 

● Open minded:  Students will learn about the types of homes other people live in and 
why. 

● Reflective:  Students will examine and compare their home to those of the other 
students. 

● Knowledgeable:  Students will develop an understanding of how shapes and materials 
are used to build a home.  

Attitudes 

● Tolerance: Students will be sensitive to the differences in housing needs. 
● Curiosity: Students will explore the neighborhood around the school to discover how 

people live there. 
● Appreciation: Students will appreciate how different cultures influence different types of 

houses. 



5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 

Literature:  Fiction and non-fiction such as “Homes around the World”, “A House is a House for me,” and “The Three Little Pigs,” “Building with Dad.” 

Audio-visual: United Streaming video “Let’s Explore: In the City” and “All About Neighborhoods” “Power point of a house being built from the ground up” “The Three Pigs” 

Art: Magazines for pictures of homes. 

Teacher Created Materials Inc.: “How to Build a House” mini-book 1995; Scholastic:  Early Themes:  Neighborhood and Community pg 18 and 44. 

Mailbox: “A House for Me: Custom Designed Homes” Aug/Sept. 1994 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry? 

Classroom environment:  Students will work in small groups and stations. 

Community:  We will take a walking field trip around the block to see the different types of homes in our neighborhood.  Parent will participate with homework drawings. 
Parents with jobs related to planner. 

 



6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding 
of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and 
teaching of the inquiry should be included. 

  

- Central idea :  

People make their homes in different places and in different ways. 

 

 

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more 
accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

The summative assessment task will be for students to create a four-part graphic 
organizer or flip book depicting their knowledge of their home.  The teacher will 
observe whether the students include drawings of their home, the location, the yard 
and the building materials. 

 

  

 

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and 
the transdisciplinary theme?  

- Transdisciplinary theme:  

An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind: the relationships 
between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and 
global perspectives. 

- Central idea :  

People make their homes in different places and in different ways. 

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to 
learn?” 

Function -  

Causation -  

Connection -  

● demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary 
skills?  

Research/Collecting Data:  

Research/Collecting Data:  

Thinking/analysis:  

Thinking/ analysis:  

Communication/writing:  

● develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

Learner Profile 

● Open minded:  
● Reflective:  
● Knowledgeable:  

Attitudes 

● Tolerance:  
● Curiosity:  
● Appreciation:  

 



8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

 

 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” and 
highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the 
inquiries.  

 

 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

 

9.  Teacher notes 

 

TEKS 

SCI:    K.2 (ACD), K.3 (A), K.4 (AB), K.5 (AB), K6 (BCD), K.7 (ABC) 

SS: K.3AB, K. 5(AB), K.6 (A), K.11 (B), K.14, K.15  

ELAR: K.1ACD; K.2A, K.2Ai, K.2Aiv, K.2Av, K.2Avi, K.2Aix, K.2Ax; K.2B, K.2Bi, 
K.2Bii,K.2Biii, K.2Biv; K.2C, K.2Ci, K.2Cii, K.2Ciii; K.2D, K.2Dv, K.2E; K.3B; K.4A; 
K.5CFGH, K.5I; K.6BCDE; K.10ABD, K.10Di, K.10Dii, K.10Diii, K.10Div, K.10Dvii, 
K.10Dviii, K.10E 

Math: K.1ABCDEFG, K.2ABCEFGH 
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